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Joplin High School

CA22 - Communication Arts 3 College Prep
Communication Arts
4.0
1 Credit - Full Year
Syllabus and Expectations

	Instructor:
	Brenda White

	Classroom Location #:
	Upper A - Room A219

	School Phone:
	417-625-5230

	Fax:
	417-625-5238

	Department Phone:
	417-625-5230 EXT:

	E-mail:
	bwhite@joplin.k12.mo.us

	Department Website:
	http://www.joplineagles.org/departments/comarts/

	Instructor Website:
	http://bwhitepages.weebly.com


Course Description:  

	This course is designed for the study of American literature. Students enrolling in this course will read a variety of stories, novels, plays, nonfiction, poetry, and other literary works for the purpose of discussion and discovery about style, figures of speech, and literary period. Students will study grammar as it pertains to syntax and diction, and they will create compositions analyzing the works that they read.


Prerequisites: 

	C or better in CA2-Pre AP is suggested for success in this class


Major Course Objectives:  

	Students will write a variety of essay types for a specific audience and purpose;

Students will be familiar with literary genres, authors, and time periods;

Students will analyze a given work using criteria such as character development, theme, meaning, context, diction;

Students will understand argumentative theory and will be able to successfully argue a point in an essay;

Students will conduct a multi-genre research project;

Students will be come familiar with MLA style;

Students will write a variety of sentence types and structures.



Course Goals and Topics Covered in the Course:

	The course will prepare students for a more advanced Communication Arts class such as Advanced Placement or Dual Credit. 


Required Textbook and Recommended Readings:

	     


Special Resources (Including INTERNET RESOURCES):

	Purdue OWL: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/    (general style including MLA)

http://www.joplineagles.org/library/resources.htm   (R-8 library resources)



Supplies and Fees:

	  n/a 


Evaluation Of Course (Includes grading percentage, participation)

A.
Grading Scale
90 -100% A

80 - 89% B

70 - 79% C

60 - 69% D

0   - 59% F

B.
Grade Distribution per Activity (percentage or points)

10% Attendance, Participation

30% Multi-genre research project or major essay or assessment each quarter

20% General essay writing

10% Daily Work

20% Routine Tests and Quizzes

10% Final Exams



C.
Class Participation and Expectations:

	No electronic devices are allowed;

No food or drink are allowed (except water in closed-top bottle);

Students are expected to have all assignments ready on time, at the beginning of class;

Students are expected to do work outside of class that is required, such as reading or writing or keeping a journal;

Students should participate in class to receive full benefit;

Students should be prepared to work in groups as well as individually;

Students are expected to be college-bound or to be aimed toward a significant academic study; the material and skills covered in this course aim towards that goal;

Students should come to class with an attitude conducive to learning. 





D.  
Special Projects, Writing Activities, and Assessments 

	The course will include several types of essay writing, presentations, tests and quizzes. Each novel will receive special treatment.


E.
Academic Dishonesty Policy

	Policy from Student Handbook


F.
Late Work/Make-up Work

	Late work is not accepted. Make-up work for authorized absences can be made up according to the number of days a student missed that were authorized. 


G.
Tutoring and Extra Help

	Tutoring is available before school or by appointment.


Calendar Of Events/Tentative Schedule For Units Of Study

	Quarter 1 - Vocabulary, grammar, and various literary works including early American literature. One or two novels will be required this quarter. Students will write at least two essays as well as one major essay over the novel chosen for this quarter.

Quarter 2 - Vocabulary, grammar, and various literary works including works that span the years up to and including the Modernism era, about 1950. Students will read one or two major works. Students will write an original story or play as their main quarter project. Students will write two essays besides this major project. 

Quarter 3 - Vocabulary and grammar. Students will read two novels. Students will conduct a multi-genre research project which includes a PowerPoint presentation as well as two pieces of original work. Students will write an essay over each of the novels read.

Quarter 4 - Students will conduct college research, including making a presentation about their chosen college and writing a college essay. Students will read two novels and will write an essay about each of the novels.
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