Name:________________________________________  Date: _______  Hour: ______
Short Story: Who is your protagonist?

Name: 




Occupation: 

Age: 




Favorite Color: 

Gender:



Pets:

Ethnicity: 



Religion:

Favorite Food:



Hobbies:

Marital Status:



Enemies:

Where does your main character live? 

What does he/she look like?

Who are his/her friends? What are they like?

Does your main character have children? If so, describe (names, ages, genders, etc).

Does he/she have any habits or flaws?

What is his/her temperament like? 

What quirks does he/she have?

Does your main character have any illnesses?

What is his/her sleeping pattern? (Does he snore? Does she sleep for only two hours at a time and wake up startled?) 

Does he/she have any strong phobias? Or secrets?

What is his/her passion?

What is his/her pet peeve? 

Do you like him/her? If your main character was a real person, would you be friends?

Below, write a brief journal entry about a typical day for your character. Include specific details and reactions to things that may or may not have happened that day. 

Name:________________________________________  Date: _______  Hour: ______

Short Story: Dialogue

“Make your readers hear the pauses between the sentences. Let them see characters lean forward, fidget with their cuticles, avert their eyes, uncross their legs.”  

 -Jerome Stern

Dialogue is what your characters say to each other (or to themselves). 

The Basic Dialogue Mechanical Rules

· Anything spoken by a character must be contained within quotation marks.

· If speech is broken in the middle, the quotation marks need to be closed then re-opened. 

"It's a beautiful day," she said. "What a shame we have to go to work."

· Every change in character required a new paragraph.

"It's a beautiful day," she said. "What a shame we have to go to work."
"It certainly is," he replied.

· Where someone is addressed directly in dialogue, the name he/she is addressed by must always be offset by a comma (grammatically this is known as the vocative).
"It's a beautiful day, John," she said.
"Darling, you're not wrong," he replied.

One of the best ways to write great dialogue is to pay attention to how people talk. Use a separate piece of paper to gather evidence through one of the exercises below. 

1. Write down the things you say over the course of the day. Examine your own speech patterns. You don’t have to get every word, but you may find that you say less than you think and that your statements are surprisingly short. You might also find that you rarely speak in complete sentences. 

2. Record several different TV shows. Some choices include: sitcom, news, drama, talk show, infomercial, sporting event, etc.). Write down a transcript using just the dialogue and people’s names. You don’t have to write the whole program down, just write as much as you can for about five minutes.

3. Eavesdrop on other people’s conversation. Make sure you don’t look like you’re paying attention to what they are talking about. Make notes as soon as you can about the words they use to convey their points.

Staple or paperclip your gathered evidence to this page. Now that you have compiled information on how people communicate, take a look at your own story. Does your dialogue mirror how people actually talk? Use the space below to write a dialogue exchange between your main character and someone else. Try to write the language as if someone might actually say it. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does your dialogue compare with real dialogue? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name:________________________________________  Date: _______  Hour: ______

Short Story: Point of View

Point of view is the narration of the story from the perspective of first, second, or third person. As a writer, you need to determine who is going to tell the story and how much information is available for the narrator to reveal in the short story. The narrator can be directly involved in the action subjectively, or the narrator might only report the action objectively. 

First Person 
The story is told from the view of "I." The narrator is either the protagonist (main character) and directly affected by unfolding events, or the narrator is a secondary character telling the story revolving around the protagonist. This is a good choice for beginning writers because it is the easiest to write. 

Example:  
I layered the thick striped toothpaste over wet brush bristles in my usual fashion, certain that every bristle was covered in the mint anti-cavity wonder cream.
Second Person  
The story is told directly to "you,” with the reader as a participant in the action.

Example:
You jammed the toothpaste onto the brush and bit down on the bristles, never once taking your eyes off of me. 
Third Person
The story tells what "he,” "she," or "it" does. The third-person narrator's perspective can be limited (telling the story from one character's viewpoint) or omniscient (where the narrator knows everything about all of the characters).

Example:
He set the kitchen timer for three minutes and brought the aquamarine blue toothbrush to his mouth—scrubbing with the meticulous attention of a dentist—thirty seconds clockwise in the upper bicuspids, thirty seconds counterclockwise, shift, repeat. 

Reasons why you might want to choose one point of view over another:

First Person unites narrator and reader through a series of secrets when they enter one character's perceptions. Warning: If not handled properly, this perspective can lead to “telling” the story, rather than “showing” the story.

Second Person puts readers within the actual scene so that readers confront possibilities directly. Note: Make sure (if choosing this pov) that you write tangible details that allow the reader to get into the text.

Third Person Omniscient allows you to explore all of the characters' thoughts and motivations. Transitions are extremely important as you move from character to character. 

Third Person Limited offers the intimacy of one character's perceptions. Warning:  If you choose this pov, you can only know one character’s thoughts, not everyone’s. 

Exercise: Using the space below, write several sentences from your story exactly as they are written. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
Now, rewrite the sentences in an alternate point of view. 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Try it one more time, using a point of view remaining. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________  Date: _______  Hour: ______

Short Story: Setting

“Close your eyes and picture your characters within the desert, jungle, or suburb--whichever setting shaped them. Imagining this helps balance location and characterization. Right from the start, view your characters inhabiting a distinct place.  

-- Laurel Yourke 

Setting includes the time, location, and atmosphere (environment) where the plot takes place. 

Setting is very important for three reasons. 

First of all, your characters need an environment that will help deliver their story. It has to be a place that is in keeping with your plot and theme. If there is not a setting for the story to take place, there is no story. 

Second, your setting will help you develop your plot. Let’s say that I am writing a story about six students who are accidentally locked inside a room. Imagine the room is actually a trash dumpster. Imagine it is a gymnasium. Just by changing the setting, I have a completely different set of challenges/conflicts for my characters to face.

Third, your characters will be better developed if their setting is clear to your readers. It is hard to understand why a character would lock themselves in a basement due to a phobia about tornadoes if he or she lives in a place where there are no tornadoes. Your readers just may consider this a bit too odd to keep reading. Hence, a cowgirl trying to save her family's ranch will be right at home in a western wilderness setting. The fact that she can walk in the fields at night and not be startled by the calls of owls and coyotes will tell your reader a lot about what kind of character she will become. 

Tips for Creating Quality Setting

Include enough detail to let your readers picture the scene but only details that actually add something to the story. 

For example, do not describe Mary locking the front door, walking across the yard, opening the garage door, putting air in her bicycle tires, getting on her bicycle--none of these details matter except that she rode out of the driveway without looking down the street.

Use two or more senses in your descriptions of setting.

Your Turn

Look at the setting details you have included in your story. Have a friend/classmate read your setting details aloud to you. Can you see the shadows inside the room? Can you hear the winds whipping across the roof? Can you feel the desert sun burn the surface of your skin? Use the space below to rewrite your setting by adding vivid details and intense amounts of description. Go over the top. Fill every line. Get every detail imaginable down on paper. It is always easier to scale back than to build up. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name:___________________________________ Date:_________________ Hr:______

The  Plot

A plot is a series of events deliberately arranged so as to reveal their dramatic, thematic, and emotional significance. -Jane Burroway 
Understanding story elements for developing actions and their end results will help you plot your next short story.  Consider the following elements, and then try a few different combinations of events for your characters. Make notes concerning your ideas in the spaces following each element.

Explosion or "Hook":  A thrilling, gripping, stirring event or problem that grabs the reader's attention right away. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conflict: A character versus the internal self or an external something or someone. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Exposition: Background information required for seeing the characters in context. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Complication: One or more problems that keep a character from their intended goal. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Transition:  Image, symbol, or dialogue that joins paragraphs and scenes together. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Flashback:  Remembering something that happened before the short story takes place. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Climax:  When the rising action of the story reaches the peak. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Falling Action:  Releasing the action of the story after the climax. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Resolution: When the internal or external conflict is resolve. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

