SUMMER READING LIST

Haroun and the Sea of Stories

· Salman Rushdie

· Fiction – intelligent fantasy, light

A Brief History of the Dead

· Kevin Brockmeier

· Fiction – a world after death and beyond

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close

· Jonathan Fohr

· Fiction – post-911, but not the normal story – perspective of an 11-year-old boy; funny, sad

Kite Runner 

· Khalid Hosseini

· Fiction – covers a 40-year period of time, set in Afghanistan; centers on two boyhood friends who have grown up and gone their separate ways; intense

Paradise, Song of Solomon, Beloved

· Toni Morrison

· All marvelous stories told by a master

Winter’s Bone

· Daniel Woodrell

· Set deep in the Ozark underbelly; story of a girl whose father is heavily involved in meth and meth making; an anachronism

The Last Report on the Miracles at Little No Horse

· Louise Erdrich

· Falkneresque in that Erdrich has invented a community of people that she writes about in all her stories. This story takes place up north; involves Native Americans and a Catholic priest. A long book, but oh, so good.

All the Pretty Horses

· Cormac McCarthy

· Two young men travel from Texas into Mexico. Dark but satisfying.

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks

· Rebecca Skloot

· Nonfiction story about the first “immortal” cell line taken from a poor black woman with cancer, unbeknownst to her family until many years later. Written by a journalist. It might sound boring, but it’s not.
