Quick Q&A for AP Language and Composition

Does this course carry a weighted grade point?

Yes. This course carries a 5.0 weighted grade point. 

Is this course more difficult than, say, a College Prep III junior course?

Yes. This is a college-level course with college-level material and college-level expectations. It is nonfiction-based and is writing intensive.
What happens if a student leaves this course at semester?

Pretty much all that happens is that the student loses the weighted portion of the grade. It becomes a regular 4.0 scale grade. JHS will not pay for the student’s exam.
Where does this course count towards JHS credit?

This is a Communication Arts credit and can take the place of a CAIII or CAIV class.

Who is eligible to take this course?

A junior is eligible who has completed Pre-AP as both a freshman and a sophomore and has earned grades of B or better; a senior is eligible who has completed the junior requirements plus earning a B or better in CA3-CP. Juniors are given preference over seniors for this course.
What is the late policy for work missed due to absence?

Work will be accepted one day late only with a one letter grade deduction (3:30 p.m. deadline). Absolutely no work will be accepted after that day and time. Work can be submitted via email as an attachment (Microsoft Word document) if the student will not be in class--authorized or unauthorized, school activity or something else, the policy is the same. Emailed work must be received by the 3:30 p.m. deadline.  Students should always get their work ahead of time if they are going to be absent.

Does the student’s score on the AP exam affect the JHS score for this course?

At this time, one score does not affect the other. However, a high score in the course should be indicative of a higher AP exam score.

Who is eligible to take the AP exam, and who pays for it?

Any student who is enrolled in this course at JHS and who is passing can take the exam, which is paid for by JHS. Any student who is enrolled in this course but is failing can take the exam but must pay the exam fee; JHS will not pay for failing students’ exams.  Any student who is not enrolled in this course and is a junior or above can take the exam if they register and pay the exam fee. Any student who registers with JHS to take the exam but does not show up on exam day must pay for the exam.

How can students earn college credit with this course?

Take the AP exam in May. The results of this exam (scored from 1 to 5) will determine the student’s eligibility for college credit from participating institutions. A score of 1-2 will not earn credit; a score of 3 could earn some credit depending on the college; a score of 4 or 5 will certainly earn credit at a participating school. Check individual schools’ websites for specific information.

Visit http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/sub_englang.html?englang and look around in it for information about College Board and this and other AP courses. 

Questions?  bwhite@joplin.k12.mo.us
