WHAT ARE THE PRINCIPLES OF CORRECT PRONOUN USAGE?

WHAT IS A PRONOUN?

A pronoun is a word that stands for a noun in a sentence. Pronouns have many different forms. Correct forms depend on the nouns they refer to and on their use in the sentence. Special spellings or endings are used to show

· Different types of pronouns: personal, relative, interrogative, demonstrative, and indefinite

· The number, gender, and person of pronouns

· The case of pronouns
 WHAT ARE THE TYPES OF PRONOUNS?

The different spellings of related and similar pronouns denote their many uses in sentences.

· Personal pronouns refer to speakers and persons or things spoken about: I, me, my, mine; he, she, it, his, hers, its; you, yours; we, us, ours; they, them, theirs.

· Interrogative pronouns are used to ask questions about persons, things, or ideas: who, whom, whose, which, what.

· Relative pronouns are used to connect subordinate clauses used as adjectives to the main clause: who, whom, which, that, what.

· Demonstrative pronouns are used to specify (demonstrate) a particular noun: this, that, these, those.

· Indefinite pronouns are used to make a general reference to persons, ideas, or objects: this, any, many, each, all, anybody, everybody, each, some, something.
WHAT IS MEANT BY PRONOUN NUMBER, GENDER, AND PERSON?

Number: Singular pronouns (I, he, it) take the place of one person, place, thing, or idea. Plural pronouns (we, they, us) take the place of more than one person, place, thing, or idea. 

Gender: Feminine pronoun forms (she, her) are used to refer to females. Masculine pronoun forms (he, him) are used to refer to males. 

Person: First person (I, we) refers to the speaker. Second person (you) refers to the person spoken to. Third person (he, she, it, they) refers to the person or thing spoken about. 
WHAT IS MEANT BY PRONOUN CASE?

Pronoun case is the relationship between a pronoun and other words in the sentence. There are three cases:

· Nominative case: The pronoun is used as the subject in a sentence or clause. (Example: I, you, he, who)

· Possessive case: The pronoun shows ownership. (Example: my, yours, anyone's)

· Objective case: The pronoun is used as the direct object, indirect object, or object of a preposition in the sentence. (Example: me, him, whom)


RESEARCH

· Take Big Dog's grammar quiz. Follow the directions for the quiz carefully. 
· ****Record your score in Step 1 on your Respond Sheet.

http://aliscot.com/bigdog/pron_exercise.htm
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/pronouns1.htm
· Subjective Form: A subjective (nominative form) can be used as a subject with a verb. (I, he, she, we, they)

· Objective Form: Is used as the object of something: a preposition, a verb … (me, him, her, them, us)
· Possessive Form: Is used to show possession and might take several different forms, either adding (or not adding) an apostrophe s or changing form completely. (cake’s frosting; its color; their club)
· Read about the various pronoun types on this website and read examples.
· **** Complete Step 2 regarding pronoun type on your Respond sheet.

(An aside)

USING ONE
CLICK the ENTER button to read about using one as a numerical and personal pronoun.
PRONOUN-ANTECEDENT CONSISTENCY

· Near the top of the original PRONOUN page, find and click Pronoun-Antecedent Consistency.

· Read the Basic Principle as well as the five descriptive comments about pronouns and their antecedents. Pay special attention to numbers 2 and 3.

· ***** State the rule in your own words for Step 3 of the Respond sheet.

PERSONAL PRONOUNS

· Look under the heading Personal Pronouns and select Cases of the Personal Pronouns.

· Visit “Jayden and I versus Jaden and me”

· Visit “Choosing Cases When Pronouns Are Combined
with Other Subjects/Objects”

· ****Complete the charts in Step 4 on your Respond sheet.

POST-QUIZ

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quizzes/cases_quiz2.htm
****Record your Step 5 POST-QUIZ score on your Respond sheet.


RESPOND SHEET / PRONOUNS

Full Name / Hour _________________________________________________________________________

STEP 1: Pre-quiz
Big Dog Quiz Score ______________/ 10

STEP 2: Pronoun Type
Compile a list of the different types of pronouns. Omit personal, interrogative, and relative pronouns. (These will be listed in the chart for Step 4.)

STEP 3: Re-state the rule
Based on the information you found at Site 2, state the pronoun-antecedent rule in your own words.
STEP 4: Personal Pronouns
As you explore Site 2, examine Cases of the Personal Pronouns and complete the following organizers:
Number, Person, Gender, and Case of Personal Pronouns
	 
	Nominative Case
	Possessive Case
	Objective Case

	First Person Singular
	  
	  
	  

	Second Person Singular
	  
	  
	  

	Third Person Singular
	  
	  
	  


	 
	Nominative Case
	Possessive Case
	Objective Case

	First Person Plural
	  
	  
	  

	Second Person Plural
	  
	  
	  

	Third Person Plural
	  
	  
	  


Relative and Interrogative Pronouns
	 
	Nominative Case
	Possessive Case
	Objective Case

	 
	  
	  
	  

	 
	  
	 
	  

	 
	  
	 
	  


STEP 5: Post-quiz 

Final Quiz Score ______________/ 10
