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May 9, 2011
Dear Parent of 2011-12 AP English Language and Composition student:
I want to take this opportunity to introduce myself and the AP English Language and Composition course at JHS in which your child is enrolled. Without meeting you, I already know you have been your child’s most important teacher. Your child’s work ethic as well as drive for success came from you, and I thank you for providing a leg up when it comes to his or her quest for academic success. 

My formal training came from John Brown University in Arkansas as well as Missouri Southern State University where I earned a Bachelor of Secondary English, and Pittsburg State University where I earned a Master’s in Teaching with an emphasis in ESL (English as a Second Language). I completed several hours of post-graduate work at Kent State University in Ohio. I attended the University of Arkansas Honors College to receive College Board certification to teach this AP course. I taught ESL classes at MSSU. In 2011-12, I will teach my eleventh year at JHS. My previous career was at The Joplin Globe working in the News Room and the Composing Department. Now, that’s enough about me.

The AP English Language and Composition course is added to the existing JHS stable of AP courses. Boiled down, the course has two objectives: The first is for the student to correctly identify a writer’s purpose and underlying message by identifying appeals, syntax, diction, and various other rhetorical devices that writers use to create argument. The second is to then produce writing that uses these elements and successfully gets across the writer’s point of view. There is extensive reading and writing, as well as study of vocabulary and rhetorical terms. There is much more to the course than what is listed above. If you want a test prep book for this course, Princeton Review is the one I recommend. One is not required, however.
To enroll in this class, your junior must have taken Pre-AP as a freshman and as a sophomore and received a B or above in each class. Current seniors who have taken College Prep CAIII and earned a B or above are also eligible for the class. The better prepared the student, the higher the chance for success. This is a college-level course, so there is little leeway regarding situations like late work and excessive absences. 
SUMMER READING: Students are required to read a current (within the past decade) nonfiction book of their choosing during the summer and be ready to discuss the book, its merits, its main idea, its author and style with the class when we return. It should have enough literary merit to be discussable. See the enclosed brochure/assignment sheet. 

The College Board AP Language and Composition exam is administered in May. JHS currently pays all exam fees for enrolled students who are passing this course. My goal is for everyone who is enrolled in my class to get a score on the AP exam in May that will translate into college credit. I’m sure you hope that, too. 
Despite my efforts, you are still your child’s best teacher. If I can help you, please let me know. If your child needs help, please ask. My email and web addresses are above.
Respectfully,

Brenda White, AP English Language and Composition instructor
