“A Rose for Emily” 

Discussion Questions

Some questions will be obvious while reading the story. Others might not be able to be answered until the story is finished. 

1. Why did Emily never marry? 

2. Whose portrait did she keep in her house? 

3. What did Emily buy from the druggist? 

4. What was her real purpose for buying it?

5. What color was the hair that was found on the pillow? 

6. What did finding the hair on the pillow and finding the room tell the reader about Emily’s feelings for Homer?

7. What did the men sprinkle around to hopefully get rid of the smell? 

8. What was the smell? 

9. Was Emily’s torment physical or psychological? 

10. Discuss in 2-3 sentences one  macabre incident in this story.

11. Discuss in 2-3 sentences one violent incident in this story.

12. What did Emily refuse to have affixed to her house? 

13. What Southern ideas and traditions conflicted with Emily’s lifestyle?

