AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION SCORING GUIDELINES

Required number of sources on Works Cited page _____________________

Required number of full pages of text ___________________

Format: ___________________________________       Due date: _______________________________________
General suggestions for out of class assignment:

Students should use MLA or another format as instructed by the teacher. Students should clearly state the thesis in the introduction. The topic should be an agreed-upon one. Students should synthesize the information in the sources and should not rely solely on quotes from those sources. All works on the Works Cited page must be used in the body of the essay; all sources in the essay must be on the Works Cited page. 
	SCORE
	CHARACTERISTICS
	

	9
	An essay earning the score of 9 meets the criteria for a score of 8. In addition, the essay is especially sophisticated in its argument, thorough in its development, or particularly impressive in its control of language.


	

	8

Effective
	An essay earning a score of 8 effectively states the thesis and develops a position. 

The position is developed by synthesizing the assigned number of sources.

The evidence and explanations used are appropriate and convincing.

The prose demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing.


	

	7
	An essay earning a score of 7 meets the criteria for a score of 6 but provides more complete explanation more thorough development, or a more mature prose style.


	

	6

Adequate
	An essay earning a score of 6 adequately develops a position posed by the thesis statement.

The thesis might be adequate but is not particularly well structured or effective.

The position and the arguments are plausible (believable) but arguable in context.

There are some lapses in cohesive thought and logic.

The level of writing is average.


	

	5
	An essay earning a score of 5 synthesizes at least the required number of sources, but how they use and explain sources is somewhat uneven, inconsistent, or limited.

The argument is generally clear and the sources generally develop the student’s position, but the links between the sources and the argument may be strained.

The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas adequately.


	

	4

Inadequate
	Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately develop a position based on the thesis statement.

Students develop their position by synthesizing fewer than the required number of sources, but the evidence or explanations used may be inappropriate, insufficient, or less convincing.

The sources may dominate the student’s attempts at development.

The link between the argument and the sources may be weak.

The student may misunderstand, misrepresent, or oversimplify the sources.

The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas but may be less consistent in controlling the elements of effective writing.


	

	3
	Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less success in developing a position based on the thesis statement.

These essays are less perceptive in their understanding of the sources, or their explanation or examples may be particularly limited or simplistic.

The essays may show less maturity in control of writing.


	

	2

Little

Success
	Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in developing a position based on the thesis statement.

They may merely allude to knowledge gained from reading the sources rather than citing the sources themselves. 

These essays may misread the sources, fail to develop a position that evaluates, or substitute a simpler task by merely summarizing or categorizing the sources or by merely responding to the thesis/subject/prompt with unrelated, inaccurate or inappropriate explanation.

The prose of these essays often demonstrates inconsistent weakness in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of development or organization, or a lack of control.


	

	1
	Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are underdeveloped, especially simplistic in their explanation, weak in their control of writing, or do not allude to or cite even one source.


	

	0
	Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt.


	


