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	This essay is well-organized and well-written. 
It clearly addresses the prompt/explains the thesis. 
The essay includes apt, specific examples to explain or argue a point. 
The explanation/argument is convincing, and the student successfully develops a  
   position. 
While not flawless, this work demonstrates an understanding of the material, the
  techniques of composition, and the ability to control a wide range of elements. The writer of this essay expresses ideas skillfully and clearly.
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	The content of this essay is less precise and less aptly supported than a higher
   scoring essay. 
The essay deals with topics such as imagery, diction, and point of view, but in a
  less effective way than an essay in the upper range. 
This essay exhibits fewer mechanical errors and uses better specific examples
  than  the lower range of essays.
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	This essay is superficial. 
It might attempt to address the prompt/explain the thesis, but still it doesn’t reflect a complete
  understanding of the prompt. 
Although not seriously off topic or lacking in merit, the writer missed the
  complexity of the prompt. 
The discussion is overgeneralized, oversimplified, and possibly misrepresented. There is little support for the author’s statements. 
The essay is limited, inconsistent, and uneven.
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	This essay contains the shortcomings above but to a more pronounced degree. 
The writer either completely misunderstood the prompt or simply summarized it. The essay is incoherent or underdeveloped or both. 
The writing shows no control of written English, and the organization is poor.
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	The response failed to address the prompt. 
There may be only a reference to the task at hand.
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