AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY SCORING GUIDELINES

Required number of full pages of text ___________________

Format: ___________________________________       Due date: _______________________________________
General suggestions for out of class ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY assignment:

Students should use MLA or another format as instructed by the teacher. Students should clearly state the thesis in the introduction. The essay is in response to a provided prompt. Students should always follow the prompt. All essays, even an 8 or 9 may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style, or mechanics. Such features will enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case may an essay with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics score higher than a 2.
	Essay score
	Characteristics
	

	9
	An essay earning the score of 9 meets the criteria for a score of 8. In addition, the essay is especially sophisticated in its arguments, thorough in its development, or particularly impressive in its control of language.


	

	8

Effective
	An essay earning a score of 8 effectively addresses the prompt, supports its thesis, and is effectively developed. 

The explanations and evidence used are appropriate and convincing, and the argument is especially coherent and well developed.
The evidence and explanations used are appropriate and convincing.

The prose demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing.


	

	7
	An essay earning a score of 7 meets the criteria for a score of 6 but provides more complete explanation, more thorough development, or a more mature prose style.


	

	6

Adequate
	An essay earning a score of 6 adequately addresses the prompt and develops the thesis.

The thesis might be adequate but is not particularly well structured or effective.

The argument is adequately developed and coherent.

The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but generally the prose is clear.

	

	5
	An essay earning a score of 5 addresses and develops the thesis.
The evidence or explanations used may be uneven, inconsistent, or limited. 

The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas.

	

	4

Inadequate
	Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately addresses the prompt and develops the thesis.
The evidence or explanations used may be inappropriate, insufficient or less convincing.

The argument may be inadequately developed or have lapses in coherence.

The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas but may be less consistent in controlling the elements of effective writing.

	

	3
	Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less success in developing a position based on the thesis statement.

The essays may show less maturity in control of writing.


	

	2

Little

Success
	Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in addressing the prompt and developing a position based on the thesis statement.

These essays may misunderstand the prompt or substitute a simpler task by responding to the prompt tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate or inappropriate explanation.

The prose often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of development or organization, or a lack of coherence and control.

	

	1
	Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are underdeveloped, especially simplistic in their explanation and argument, weak in their control of language, or especially lacing in coherence and development.

	

	0
	Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt.


	



ARGUMENTATIVE PROMPTS FROM PREVIOUS AP EXAMS

2010  (Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.) 

In his 2004 book, Status Anxiety, Alain de Botton argues that the chief aim of humorists is not merely to entertain 
but “to convey with impunity messages that might be dangerous or impossible to state directly.” Because society 
allows humorists to say things that other people cannot or will not say, de Botton sees humorists as serving a vital 
function in society. 

Think about the implications of de Botton’s view of the role of humorists (cartoonists, stand-up comics, satirical 
writers, hosts of television programs, etc.). Then write an essay that defends, challenges, or qualifies de Botton’s 
claim about the vital role of humorists. Use specific, appropriate evidence to develop your position.

- - - - - - - - - - - -


2009 - Adversity has the effect of eliciting talents which in prosperous circumstances would have lain dormant. 
 —Horace 

Consider this quotation about adversity from the Roman poet Horace. Then write an essay that defends, challenges, 
or qualifies Horace’s assertion about the role that adversity (financial or political hardship, danger, misfortune, etc.) 
plays in developing a person’s character. Support your argument with appropriate evidence from your reading, 
observation, or experience. 

- - - - - - - - - - - -


2007 - 
For years corporations have sponsored high school sports. Their ads are found on the outfield fence at baseball parks or on the walls of the gymnasium, the football stadium, or even the locker room. Corporate logos are even found on 
players’ uniforms. But some schools have moved beyond corporate sponsorship of sports to allowing “corporate 
partners” to place their names and ads on all kinds of school facilities—libraries, music rooms, cafeterias. Some 
schools accept money to require students to watch Channel One, a news program that includes advertising. And 
schools often negotiate exclusive contracts with soft drink or clothing companies. 


Some people argue that corporate partnerships are a necessity for cash-strapped schools. Others argue that schools 
should provide an environment free from ads and corporate influence. Using appropriate evidence, write an essay  
in which you evaluate the pros and cons of corporate sponsorship for schools and indicate why you find one position 
more persuasive than the other. 
 - - - - - - - - - - - -



In the introduction to her book Poison Penmanship:  The Gentle Art of Muckraking, investigative journalist Jessica 
Mitford (1917-1996) confronts accusations that she is a “muckraker.” While the term was used by United States 
President Theodore Roosevelt in a 1906 speech to insult journalists who had, in his opinion, gone too far in the 
pursuit of their stories, the term “muckraker” is now more often used to refer to one who “searches out and publicly 
exposes real or apparent misconduct of a prominent individual or business.” With this more current definition in 
mind, Mitford was ultimately happy to accept the title “Queen of the Muckrakers.” 
 
Do you agree with Mitford’s view that it is an honor to be called a “muckraker,” or do you think that journalists who 
search out and expose real or apparent misconduct go too far in the pursuit of their stories? Explain your position in 
a well-written essay that uses specific evidence for support. 
Note the different requirements of the prompts. Be sure to address the prompt exactly as written; do not change the prompt or stray from it.

